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Secondary School (ages 12 to 18)

Lower Secondary (GYMNASIO)
General Compulsory Secondary Education is offered at the Lower Secondary School 

(Gymnasio). Attendance is of a three-year duration and includes the grades Α΄, Β΄, 

and C΄. Pupils attend a common curriculum for all subjects, without any 

differentiation. There are neither braches of studies nor any specialization in a 

sector.

Day Lower Secondary Schools

Day Lower Secondary Schools constitute the main provider of general compulsory 

secondary education as they are addressed to the majority of pupils of this 

educational level. They represent 85% of schools offering General Compulsory 

Education.

Evening Lower Secondary Schools
Evening Lower-secondary Schools are addressed to working pupils over the age of 

14 years. Attendance is of a 3-year duration, fully corresponding the ones of the 

Lower Secondary Day School.

Ages 12 to 15



Music Schools
The mission of Music Schools is to prepare and train young learners who wish to get 

involved with music professionally, without however falling short in general education, 

should they finally choose a different scientific or professional field.

Pupils in a Lower Secondary Music School attend, besides general education 

subjects just as in Day Lower Secondary Schools, music classes for 13-14 hours 

weekly depending on the grade. Good performance in music classes is a prerequisite 

for pupils to be able to remain in Music Schools, even if their performance in General 

Education classes is good enough for them to move on to the following grade.

Graduates of Primary Schools are enrolled in Lower Secondary Music Schools and 

in particular in grade A", after a selection by a special committee set up in every 

Music School separately. 

Second Chance Schools
Young learners beyond the 18th year of their age, not having completed compulsory 

education (primary and compulsory secondary) may attend Second Chance Schools.  

Second Chance Schools of the country are considered Adult Education Schools in 

the field of Lifelong Learning. Second Chance School graduates are awarded a 

degree equivalent to that of a Lower Secondary School. The overall programme lasts 

for 2 school years. The education programme differs from the respective one of the 

formal education system in content, teaching methods and the assessment of 

learners. Curricula are open and flexible, designed to provide knowledge and 

develop skills



Organization of the School Year
The organisation of the school year is determined centrally. 

The school year begins on 1st September and ends on 31st August of the following year. 

The teaching year for schools begins on 1st September and ends on 30th June while 

the teaching of subjects begins on 11th September and ends by the middle of May.  

The exam period follows and is completed by June 15.

The teaching year is divided in two terms:

Α΄ term, from September to January

Β΄ term, from January to May

The teaching year encompasses Christmas and Easter holidays of 4 weeks total 

duration. 

Summer holidays are from 15th June until 10th September.  

The teaching hours per week amount to 35 for Day Lower Secondary Schools, while for 

Evening Lower Secondary Schools teaching hours may range from 24 to 25 depending on 

the grade.

Timetables are established based on curricula by Ministerial Decisions and are uniformly 

applied to all lower secondary schools in the territory.

The classes start at 8.15 and end from 13.45 to 14.15 according to the type of school. 

Classes last from 30 min. to 45 min. and there are breaks of 10 and 5 minutes between 

them. 



Subjects
TEACHING AND 

LEARNING FIELD
SUBJECT TAUGHT

DAY SCHOOL

HOURS / CLASS

Α Β C

Greek Language and 

Literature 

Modern Greek 

Language and 

Literature 

Language Teaching 2 2 2

Modern Greek Literature 2 2 2

Ancient Greek 

Language and 

Literature

Ancient Greek Language 3 3 3

Ancient Greek Texts (translated) 2 2 2

Mathematics Mathematics 4 4 4

Sciences

Physics 1 2 2

Chemistry - 1 1

Biology 2 1 1

Geography 2 2 -

Humanities and Social Studies 

History 2 2 2

Social and Civic Education - - 2

Religion Education 2 2 2

Foreign Languages 
English 2 2 2

2nd Foreign Language (French/German) 2 2 2

Technology and Information 

Technology 

Technology 1 1 1

Information Technology 1 1 1



Culture and Activities
Music 1 1 1

Art 1 1 1

Sports Life Physical Education 2 2 2

Home Economics Home Economics 2 1 -

Experiential Actions-Creative 

Projects

Local History 

1 1 2

Environment and Education for Sustainable 

Development

School Career Guidance

Nature and Exercise

Culture and Art Activities

School and Social Life

TOTAL HOURS 35 35 35

Subjects



General Upper Secondary School grade A , is an exclusively general 

education grade with a timetable of subjects totaling 35 hours per week.

General Upper Secondary School Grade A Timetable

General education subjects:

Greek Language, 9 teaching hours, with Ancient Greek Language and 

Literature, Modern Greek Language and Literature as distinct teaching subjects-

fields  covering 5,2 and 2 hours respectively.

Mathematics, 5 hours, with Algebra, and Geometry as distinct teaching 

subjects-fields covering 3 and 2 hours respectively.

Science, 6 hours, with Physics, Chemistry and Biology as distinct teaching-

subjects included, each covering 2 hours.

History, 2 hours

Civic Education, 3 hours, with Economy, Civil Institutions, Law Principles and 

Sociology as teaching subjects

Religion Education, 2 hours

Project, 2 hours.

Foreign Language, 2 hours, (English, French or German).

Physical Education, 2 hours 

Upper Secondary School Ages 15 to 18



General Upper Secondary School grade B
General education subjects:

Ancient Greek Language (1 hour/week)

Ancient Greek Literature (1 hour/week)

Modern Greek Language (2 hours/week)

Modern Greek Literature (2 hours/week)

Algebra (3 hours/week)

Geometry (2 hours/week)

Physics (2 hours/week)

Chemistry (2 hours/week)

Biology (2 hours/week)

Introduction to the Principles of Science of Computers (1 hour/week)

History (2 hours/week)

Philosophy (2 hours/week)

Political Education (2 hours/week)

Religion Education (2 hours/week)

Project (1 hour/week)

Foreign Language: English or French or German (2 hours/week)

Physical Education (1 hour/week)

Upper Secondary School



The students can choose 1 of the 2 Orientation Groups: the Humanities or the 

Sciences

Subjects of the Humanities Orientation 
Group
Ancient Greek Language and Literature (3 hours/week)

Basic Principles of Social Science (2 hours/week)

Subjects of the Sciences Orientation Group
Physics (3 hours/week)

Mathematics (2 hours/week)

Upper Secondary School



General Upper Secondary School grade C
General education subjects:

Modern Greek Language (4 hours/week)

Modern Greek Literature (2 hours/week)

History (2 hours/week)

Religion Education (1 hours/week)

Foreign Language: English or French or German (2 hours/week)

Physical Education (2 hours/week)

There are 5 Specialisation Groups

HUMANITIES
Modern Greek Language and Literature

Ancient Greek Language and Literature

History

Latin

Upper Secondary School



HEALTH SCIENCES
Modern Greek Language and Literature

Physics

Chemistry

Biology

ECONOMICS AND CIVIC SCIENCES
Modern Greek Language and Literature

Mathematics and Statistics

Principles of Economics

Principles of Social and Political Sciences

PEDAGOGICAL SCIENCES
Modern Greek Language and Literature

Mathematics and Statistics

History

Principles of Science

TECHNOLOGICAL SCIENCES
Modern Greek Language and Literature

Mathematics

Physics

Chemistry or Computer Science



School leaving certificate
Sufficient attendance during the teaching year in question is a prerequisite for 

promotion to the next grade or graduation. The pupils are allowed up to 114 

hours of absence. If attendance is characterized inadequate, pupils are bound to 

repeat the class.

Certification 

General Upper Secondary School graduates are awarded a title called General 

Upper Secondary School Leaving Certificate (Apolytirio). It includes information 

on the final mark, as well as analytical scores that the student has achieved in 

different subjects.

Holders of  an Upper Secondary School Leaving Certificate are presented 

with the following possibilities:

To pursue their studies in Tertiary Education if they manage to get the marks 

required for the Faculty of their preference; this results from the performance at 

school level and the marks they obtain in the exams at national level (pan-

Hellenic exams).

To enroll in Vocational Training Institutes to obtain specialization.

To take part in competitions for their recruitment in the public or private sector.

To join the labor market without specialization.



Secondary School of Gennadi, 
Rhodes





Location





School  Profile

Gymnasio Gennadiou (Secondary School of Gennadi) is a public school at a 

rural area south of Rhodes island. It offers lower and upper general secondary 

education. The school has 25 teachers and 300 students, aged 12-18.

Although rural, the area has rapid tourism development in recent years and 

has attracted many immigrants families who settle in the area in order to get a 

job in the hotel industry. As a result the school has learners from different social, 

financial and cultural backgrounds and has a percentage of 60% of learners 

coming from different nationalities.

improvement  in both school 

performance and social 

development

Happy school environment

Family and communities

Intercultural education

European projects



Students working on Erasmus logo 



Students working on Erasmus logo 



Visit at Greek Orthodox Patriarchate 
at Konstantinoupolis



Solidarity action for refugees



School parade



Volunteer cleaning



Visit at Synagogue and old town of 
Rhodes



Walking tour Rhodes for Life 



Action Aid



Erasmus KA229
Play CS+MTG: A Collaborative Strategy with Mobile
Technology Guidance

Raising Responsible Citizen (RRC)

School walls

https://live.etwinning.net/groups/group/71982

https://www.facebook.com/Raising.Responsible.Citizen.Erasmus.Plus

https://live.etwinning.net/groups/group/69521

https://www.facebook.com/ErasmusSchoolWalls



Thank you


